
 

 

PRESS RELEASE                                      

Grosvenor School Inspired 

A group exhibition of contemporary linocuts, inspired by the 

renowned Grosvenor School of Art style 

 

15
th

 July – 28
th

 August 2016 

Private view: Thursday 14
th

 July, 6-8pm 

Looking ahead for Brook’s Budleigh gallery we are excited to announce the upcoming 

summer exhibition, Grosvenor School Inspired, featuring artists: Paul Cleden, Lisa 

Takahashi and Andrew Pavitt. 

The British Grosvenor School of Modern Art was opened in 1925 by Claude Flight and Iain MacNab. 

Flight taught the art of lino-cutting and MacNab taught wood engraving. Other teachers included 

Cyril Power who lectured on architecture, Sybil Andrews as Secretary and Lill Tschudi attended as a 

young Swiss student.  

Claude Flight, a former engineer, taught students to produce multi-colour linocut prints by using 

different blocks for each colour. Flight’s work celebrated the speed, movement and hustle of modern 

life in the 1920s and 30s, with dominant themes of sport and transport. Many contemporary artists 

attempt to capture the essence of the Grosvenor School by producing these incredibly complex 

angular linocuts, few however succeed in the way that Paul Cleden, Lisa Takahashi and Andrew 

Pavitt do. Their prints notably capture the spirit of the genre whilst putting their own individual 

styling and nuances into the work.  

 

‘My linocuts are in the tradition of Lill Tschudi, Sybil Andrews and Cyril Power, and more recently 

Michael Rothenstein and Edward Bawden’, quotes exhibiting artist Paul Cleden. ‘ I love to look at 

figurative movement; consequently sports are often featured because of the dynamic shapes and 

action, but equally a crowd of rush hour people leaving a train, or people browsing Dorchester 

market are wonderful inspiration, whenever I see a crowd my sketchbook twitches.’ Paul is an 

illustrator, printmaker and writer, originally graduated from London, now lives and works in Dorset. 

Lisa Takahashi studied Fine Art at Bath Spa University College and Middlesex University. Following 

her graduation, she has been working as a painter and printmaker from her studio in North London. 



Lisa draws inspiration for her artwork from the vibrancy of everyday life and the English countryside. 

Influenced by the work of British Modernist printmakers including the Grosvenor School, Edward 

Bawden and Eric Ravilious. Lisa produces both single colour and multiple colour linocuts that 

highlight the fundamentals of design – colour, line and shape. 

Another contemporary artist influenced by the Grosvenor school as well as the lesser known beautiful 

linocut prints of Anna Findlay is Andrew Pavitt, a London-based printmaker, designer and illustrator. 

Andrew was chosen to exhibit at the Royal Academy of Arts 2013, 2014 and 2015 summer 

exhibitions with his striking linocuts that portray the sweeping beauty and drama found in the British 

countryside. 

 

A linocut is a relief print produced in a manner similar to a woodcut but that uses linoleum as the 

surface into which the design is cut and printed from. In 1929 Flight staged the first exhibition of 

British linocuts and the British Museum and V&A purchased prints for their collection. The 

Grosvenor School and its output enjoyed a brilliant but all too short-lived popularity. By the mid-

1930s interest had begun to decline. However, artists with huge acclaim such as Picasso and Matisse 

began using linoleum for printmaking in the 1950s, and so its popularity grew and is today considered 

one of the most enjoyable printmaking techniques. Contemporary printmakers, in particular those 

featured in this exhibition, are producing stunning work that collectively is keeping the spirit of the 

“Grosvenor School of Art” very much alive in the 21st century. 

 

Ends 

Notes to Editors: 

 
The Brook Gallery Exeter is located at 1 Barnfield Crescent, Exeter, EX1 1QY.  

www.brookgallery.co.uk. 

 

For images, interview opportunities, more press information and private view details, please contact 

Angela on 01395 443003or Angela on 07903 523785 

 

Brook Gallery 

 
Exciting and innovative, one of the most prestigious art galleries in Devon, the Brook Gallery came 

into existence in 1997 and since then has acquired an enviable reputation across the UK and beyond, 

selling historic and contemporary original prints.  The Brook Gallery has sold work from some of the 

world’s best known artists, including Damien Hirst, Sir Peter Blake, Paula Rego, Heidi Koenig, Bruce 

McLean.  It is their close relationship with these artists that makes The Brook unique in the 

marketplace, in particular enjoying a close and long standing relationship with the Royal Academy of 

Arts in London, often exclusively selling work by renowned Royal Academicians, such as Norman 

Ackroyd RA and Chris Orr RA.  The Brook Gallery is owned by Angela Yarwood and employs 6 

people, shared between both sites. 
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