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Looking ahead for Brook’s Exeter gallery we are excited to announce our next 

upcoming major exhibition, Moor to Sea, selected and directed by Alan Cotton, curated 

by Angela Yarwood. 

Alan Cotton, one of the most revered artists in our midst, was invited by the Brook Gallery to select a 

body of work from artists across the UK known for their love and portrayal of the West Country.  

 

The West Country is an unofficial, but popular, name for the South West of England. Its exact 

boundary is unclear, but often regarded as including the historic counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, 

Somerset, Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and the Isles of Scilly. The region has by far the longest 

coastline in England and offers the breath-taking countryside of hills, forest and moorland.  

 

Selected artists exhibiting in Moor to Sea include Alan Cotton; Vin Jelly; Richard Slater; Martin 

Bentham; Gill Watkiss; Ray Balkwill; Robert Clement; Martin Procter; Philip Creek; Stuart 

Edmondson; Vanessa Gardiner; Sarah Adams; Laurence Belbin; Anita Reynolds; Kathleen Caddick 

and the collective Pine Feroda. 

 

 

Landscape in the West Country is a way of life. Many of the artists in this exhibition work plein-air, 

allowing them to capture the mood and spirit of a place. From artist Stuart Edmondson allowing the 

elements of rain and wind to move the paint on his canvases, to the use of various brush and palette 

knife techniques to recreate the natural textures of rocks, leaves and grass evident in both Martin 

Bentham and Alan Cotton’s paintings. 

 

Another focus in this exhibition is that of man’s interaction with the natural landscape and how people 

inhabit and relate to it, as shown in the works of Martin Procter and Gill Watkiss. Architecture and 

geometry are also strong themes, expressed through both abstract compositions and detailed 

portrayals of rock formations.  

 

Each of the exhibiting artists brings their own personal connections with the West Country to their 

artwork. Vanessa Gardiner, for example, returned to the Cornish Coast where she used to holiday as a 

child and spent years investigating the structure and colour of the landscape as a practicing painter. 

Whereas, the unique consortium of five printmakers that make up Pine Feroda collectively create a 

new identity and outlook on the landscape of the West Country through their large scale woodblock 

prints. 

 

 



From the sandy beaches of Dorset, to the creeks and inlets of Devon, via Somerset's high cliffs and 

Cornwall's secluded coves, the West Country landscape is as diverse as it is long, as portrayed by the 

varied artist styles included in Moor to Sea. Some of the UK’s best Fine Artists, given a subject as 

challenging as our region’s  landscapes and ‘lifescapes’ brings to the walls of the Brook Gallery in 

Exeter, the most astonishing selection of styles, colours, moods and hues to excite and inspire you. 

 

Ends 

Notes to Editors: 

 
The Brook Gallery Exeter is located at 1 Barnfield Crescent, Exeter, EX1 1QY.  

www.brookgallery.co.uk. 

 

For images, interview opportunities, more press information and private view details, please contact 

Angela on 01395 443003or Angela on 07903 523785 

 

Brook Gallery 

 

Exciting and innovative, one of the most prestigious art galleries in Devon, the Brook Gallery came 

into existence in 1997 and since then has acquired an enviable reputation across the UK and beyond, 

selling historic and contemporary original prints.  The Brook Gallery has sold work from some of the 

world’s best known artists, including Damien Hirst, Sir Peter Blake, Paula Rego, Heidi Koenig, Bruce 

McLean.  It is their close relationship with these artists that makes The Brook unique in the 

marketplace, in particular enjoying a close and long standing relationship with the Royal Academy of 

Arts in London, often exclusively selling work by renowned Royal Academicians, such as Norman 

Ackroyd RA and Chris Orr RA.  The Brook Gallery is owned by Angela Yarwood and employs 6 

people, shared between both sites. 
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